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REPORT, 


To    the   CARDINAL    ARCHBISHOP,    ARCHBISHOPS    AND 
BISHOPS   OF  CANADA. 

Early  in  March,  1917,  subsequent  to  a  long  period  of  dis- 
satisfaction in  the  Service,  the  administrative  branch  of  the  Cana- 
dian Chaplaincy  Service  underwent  a  complete  remodification.  This 
dissatisfaction,  as  far  as  the  Catholic  Chaplains  were  concerned, 
was  the  direct  and  inevitable  result  of  the  Catholic  Chaplains  being- 
placed  under  the  immediate  control  of  a  Protestant  Director,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  R.  H.  Steacy.  His  control  hampered  and  hindered  the 
work  of  the  Catholic  Chaplains  and  prevented  an  official  demand 
l^eing  put  forward  for  a  sufficient  number  of  priests.  There  was 
no  authoritatively  recognized  Catholic  Senior  Chaplain  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  unauthorized  assumption  of  such  a  position  by 
Mgr.  A.  E,  Burke  did  not  help  matters.  In  France,  however, 
apart  from  the  regrettable  shortage  of  Chaplains,  a  much  more 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  existed.  There  was  an  officially  recog- 
nised Senior  Catholic  Chaplain.  Major  (now  Lieut. -Colonel) 
\V.  T.  Workman,  M.C.,  held  the  post  as  Deputy  Assistant  Director 
Chaplain  Services  under  the  administrative  headship  off  Lieut. - 
Colonel  (now  Colonel)  J.  M.  Almond,  C.M.G.,  the  Assistant 
Director. 

On  the  re-organization  of  the  Service,  the  Directorship  was 
given  to  Colonel  J.  M.  Almond,  C.M.G.,  and  Lieut.-Colonel  Work- 
man was  recalled  to  England  March  7th,  191 7,  as  Assistant 
Director  (R.C.)  and  Head  of  the  Catholic  Chaplains  of  the  Overseas 
Military  Forces  of  Canada,  being  replaced  in  France  by  Lieut.- 
Colonel  F.  French  as  D.A.D.C.S. 

As  no  adequate  records  had  been  kept  previous  to  the  month 
of  March,  191 7,  and  no  systematic  reports  whatever  of  the  work 
done  by  the  Chaplains  called  for,  this  first  annual  report  will  cover 
generally  only  the  work  accomplished  since  March,   1917. 

ORGANIZATION. 

On  March  15th,  191 7,  the  following  Establishment  for  the 
Canadian  Chaplain  Service  was  authorized  in  Routine  Order  822 
by  Major-General  (now  Lieut. -General)  Sir  R.  E.  W\  Turner,  V.C., 
K.C.B.,  K.C.M.G.,  D.S.O.  :— 


"^  ^-822.— ORGAXIZATIOX— CANADIAN  CHAPLAIN  822 

SERVICE. 
The     organization    of    the     Canadian     Chaplain     Service     is 
authorized,    with    the    Establishment    shown    under    the    several 
religious  denominations,  with  ranks  and  appointments  asset  forth 
l>elow  : — Church  of  England,   102  ;  Roman  Catholic,   53  ;  Presby- 
terian, 58;  Methodist,  33;   Baptist,    14;  Congregational,  2;   Rus- 
sian,!; Undetermined,   13^;  total,  276.     Salvation  Army  Officials 
(attached),  4. 

*  General    Pool. 
Staff  Appointments  : — 

Director  of  Chaplain   Services        ...  ...  ...  i(a) 

Assistant  Director  of  Chaplain  Services  ...  ...  4(b) 

Deputy  Assistant  Director  of  Chaplain  Services...  i(c) 


Total 

(a)  1  Church  of  l£ngland  ; 

(b)  1    Church  of  England,  i   Roman  Catholic 

I  Baptist—total,  4 ; 

(c)  I    Roman  Catholic. 
Ranks  :— 

Honorary  Colonel 
Honorary  Lieut. -Colonels 
Honorary-  Majors 
Honorary  Captains'  ... 


I  Presbyterian, 


I 
9 

230 

276 


Total      

Chaplains  will  be  detailed  for  duty  to  formations  and  hospital 
units  as  under  : — 
In  the   Field  : — 

Canadian  Corps  Headquarters: — 

I    Assistant  Director  of  Chaplain  Services. 
I    Deputy    Assistant  Director  of   Chaplain   Services. 
I   Corps  Chaplain. 
EacJi  Canadian  Division  in  the  Field: — 

17  Chaplains. 
Cavalry  Brigade: — 

3  Chaplains. 
A    General  Hospital. 

3  Chaplains. 
A    Casualty  Clearing  Station: — • 

3  Chaplains. 
A   Stationary  Hospital:  — 
3  Chaplains. 


Canadian  Base — Havre  and  Rouen: — 
7  Chaplains. 

In  Knglaxd  : — 

Trainino^  A  nuis  : — 

1    Chaplain   lo  each    i  ,000  Troops,   Ang:lican  and   other 
Protestant  denominations  ;  Roman  Catholics,  i  Chap- 
lain to  earh  500  Troops. 
A    General  Hospital: — 

3  Chaplains.^ 
.4    Statio)iary    Hospital: — - 

2  Chaplains. 

Canadian  Specidd  Hospitals  under  400  beds,  hut  not  less  than 

300  actually  occupied  : — 2  Chaplains. 
Canadiaii  Special  Hospitals  under  350  beds,  but  not  less  than 

200  actually  occupied: — i   Chaplain. 
Canadia)i   Special    Hospital    of  less   tJian    200    beds: — To   be 

specially  arrang^ed  for  by  temporary  detail. 
The  relii^ious  denominations  of  Chaplains  posted  or  detailed 
for  duty  to  formations  and  hospital  units  will  be  determined  by 
the  proportion  of  officers  and  other  ranks  of  the  severrd  denomina- 
tions serving  in  the  units  to  which  Chaplains  are  posted  or  de- 
tailed. 

This  Order  was  subsequently  amended  to  road  : — 
In  the  Field  : — 

Forestry  Troops: —    '  • 

3  Chaplains,   i  An^^lican,  i  Roman  Catholic,  and   i  other 

Protestant  Denomination  to  each  3,000  troops. 
Railway  Troops  : — 

3  Chaplains,   i  .^ng^lican,  r  Roman  Catholic,  and  i  other 
Protestant  Denomination  to  each  3,000  troops. 

A  further  amendment  authorized  one  other  Assistant  Director 
Chaplain  Services — i.e.,  a  Methodist,  and  one  of  the  cxistino- 
Assistant  Directors  to  be  posted  on  Lines  of  Communication. 

A  further  increase  of  20  Chaplains  has  been  added  to  the 
strength,  of  whom  4  are  to  be  Roman  Catholi<\s. 

PROGRESS. 

Thus,  whereas  on  January  ist,  igiy,  the  number  of  Catholic 
Chaplains  on  duty  Overseas  was  : — 

England,    22 ;    France,    22 ;    Salonica,    2 ;    on    leave    in 
Canada,  2— total,  48. 


On  January  ist,  igiS,  our  numbers  were  as  follows  : — 

England,  17;  France,  40  (one  on  sick  leave);  2  applied 
for  to  fill  vacancies;  4  applied  for  on  increase  of 
Establishment;  i  English  Chaplain  lent  us  by 
Imperial  Forces — total,  64. 

Other  progress  this  year  includes  the  authorization  of  the 
employment  of  resident  English  priests  as  Officiating  Clergymen 
to  our  troops.  They  are  paid  on  a  capitation  basis  by  our  authori- 
ties. The  number  of  priests  thus  employed  for  Catholic  troops 
is  13.  They  are  of  inestimable  advantage  to  us  for  ministering 
to  the  smaller  outlying  hospitals  and  other  units. 

During  last  year,  therefore,  the  number  of  Priests  serving  the 
Canadian  Catholic  Troops  has  been  increased  bv  29. 

The  increase  in  France  is  accounted  for  by  our  having 
succeeded  in  securing  one  more  Chaplain  per  Division  for  duty 
with  the  Artillery,  one  Chaplain  for  every  3,000  men  of  Railway 
Troops  and  of  Forestry  Troops,  two  for  the  Infantry  Base  Depots, 
and  others  who  have  gone  across  normally  ^\'ith  new  Hospital 
Units.  Among  these  last  Units,  Catholics  will  be  pleased  to  know, 
is  the  Hospital  sent  Overseas  by  St.  Francis  Xavier's  University, 
Antigonish. 

All  Canadian  Units  having  returned  from  the  Mediterranean 
Expeditionary  Forces,  we  have  no  longer  any  Chaplain  there. 
Throughout  the  trying  time  of  our  stay  in  the  East,  Captain  D. 
McPherson  (Antigonish)  rendered  splendid  service,  and  has  been 
highly  commended  on  all  sides. 

During  191 7  12  Chaplains  have  been  obtained  from  Canada, 
and  I,  a  French  Oblate,  who  had  come  from  Canada  for  service 
with  the  French  Army,  was  taken  on  our  strength  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  his  Grace  Archbishop  Dontenwill,  O.M.I.  Three 
Chaplains  have,  for  various  reasons,  returned  home. 

The  number  of  Canadian  posts,  not  counting  those  at  present 
served  by  Imperial  Chaplains  and  Officiating  Clergymen,  is  65. 
Of  these,  6  are  French-speaking  posts,  viz.,  the  22nd  Battalion, 
the  150th  Battalion,  the  loth  Reserve  Battalion,  the  Acadian 
Forestry  Group,  and  the  6th  and  8th  Canadian  General  Hospitals. 
These  6  French  posts  are,  and  always  have  been,  manned  by 
French-speaking  Chaplains.  The  other  59  posts  are  English- 
speaking  posts,  with  a  French-Canadian  proportion  of  i  to  25  per 
cent.  Forty-three  of  these  posts  are  filled  by  English-speaking 
Priests,  8  by  French-speaking  Priests,  and  8  by  the  Chaplain  of 
an  adjoining  Unit.  One  post,  Epsom  Convalescent  Hospital,  has 
been  served  for  9  months  by  an  English  Chaplain  who  is  fit  for 


light  duty  only,  and  has  been  lent  to  us  by  the  English  Chaplain 
Service.     He  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction. 

Tlie  splendid  manner  in  which  our  Priests  have  held  out 
and  remained  steadfastly  at  duty  through  the  trying  conditions 
under  which  they  have  worked  and  daily  risked  their  lives  is  no 
small  tribute  to  their  zeal  and  self-sacrifice.  It  was  anticipated 
that  many  more  would  have  been  forced  to  give  up,  and  that 
your  Lordships  would  have  been  asked  to  find  reliefs  for  tired 
and  worn-out  men.  The  Chaplains  have  all  come  to  the  conclusion 
long  ago  that  they  are  enjoying  a  special  Divine  protection,  won 
for  them  by  the  prayers  of  friends  at  home. 

At  Vimy  Ridge,  Hill  70  (Lens),  and  Passchendaele,  where 
the  most  violent  fighting  of  1917  took  place,  their  helpful  presence 
on  the  battlefield,  their  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  Were  remarked 
on  every  side.  Ofticers  and  men  who  have  witnessed  their  work 
have  again  and  again  testified  to  their  gallant  conduct.  The  only 
reason  which  can  be  given  why  more  of  them  have  net  been 
publicly  honoured  is  that  witnesses  have  not  gone  to  the  proper 
■channels  with  their  testimony. 

During  the  year  Major  T.  McCarthy  (Diocese  of  London), 
Captain  M.  N.  Tompkins  (Antigonish),  and  Captain  R.  A. 
MacDonell,  O.S.B.  (Victoria),  have  been  awarded  the  Military 
Cross  for  gallant  conduct  on  the  Field,  and  Lt.-Col.  F.  French 
(Pembroke),  D.A.D.C.S.  (France),  was  mentioned  in  Despatches. 
'Jo  Fr.  French's  tactful  and  capable  administration  is  due,  to 
no  small  extent,  the  large  measure  of  success  which  our  priests 
have  obtained  in  France.  It  is  diflficult  to  single  out  any  name, 
yet  I  feel  I  must  record  the  universal  surprise  that  Fr.  jNL  N. 
Tompkins  had  not  been  honoured  long  before  oflficial  recognition 
•came.  It  is  my  duty,  further,  to  bring  to  your  Lordships'  attention 
the  exceptionally  good  work  of  Major  A.  Madden,  M.C.  (O.M.L), 
Major  A.  J.  Fortier,  M.C.  (O.M.L),  Captain  W.  B.  Carleton 
(Ottawa),  Captain  R.  C.  McGillivray  (Antigonish),  and  Captain  H. 
Letang  (Pembroke),  all  of  Avhom  have  served  for  more  than  a 
year  and  a-half  in  the  front  line.  The  newer  men  are  practically 
all  reaching  the  high  standard  set  up  by  these  men. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  any  need  to  commend  to  your  Lordships 
the  very  excellent  work  of  Major  J.  J.  O'Gorman  (Ottawa).  His 
splendid  zeal  and  successful  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  needs  of  the 
Chaplains  and  of  the  men  in  the  Field  are  well  known  to  you. 
His  unremitting  labour,  when  he  could  obviously  claim  to  rest 
on  his  laurels,  and  fine  example  are  a  great  help  and  inspiration 
to  us  all.     There  is  so  much  good  that  could  be  said  of  each  one 


by  name  -that  one  might  easily  be  led  on  beyond  the  limits  set 
to  this  report.  The  Assistant  Director  (R.C.)  must,  however, 
express  his  huge  personal  debt  to  our  priests'  selfless  spirit  of 
co-operation  which  has  made  his  task  possible,  and  record  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Church  in  Canada  the  never  faltering  harmony 
that  reigns  amongst  her  priests  gathered  here  from  all,  or  nearly 
all,  corners  of  the  Dominion. 

Secular  and  regular,  English-speaking  and  French-speaking, 
sink  all  possible  differences  in  zeal  for  the  one  aim — the  good  of 
the  souls  of  our  splendid  fighters.  The  Director  of  Chaplain 
Services  has  repeated  again  and  again  his  highly  commendatory 
view  that  our  priests  are  "  all  hand-picked  ^en." 

A  most  notable  feature  of  the  progress  made  is  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Catholic  Army  Huts.  Thanks  to  the  support  g^iven 
by  his  Excellency  the  Apostolic  Delegate,  by  the  Canadian  Bishops 
and  Priests,  the  Knights  of  Columbus  of  Ontario  have  contributed 
and  collected  over  JJ57o,ooo.  Sums  have  also  been  received  from 
the  Maritime  Provinces,  and  others  have  been  promised  by  the 
West.  The  organization  has  been  incorporated,  and  has  received 
military  recognition.  The  Overseas  Secretary -Treasurer  has  an 
office  at  the  Canadian  Headquarters  Building,  London  (Oxford 
Circus  House),  and  is  in  constant  touch  with  all  the  Overseas 
Chaplains.  Eight  Hut-Chapels,  or  recreation  rooms,  are  already 
conducted  in  England,  2  huts  and  a  number  of  tents  in  France. 
Others  are  to  be  erected  without  delay.  A  large  amount  of 
religiious  supplies  has  been  issued  to  Chaplains  and  soldiers. 
Comforts  and  recreation  are  being-  provided  for  the  men.  The 
work  is  now  well  under  way,  and  is  a  very  imjwrtant  and  necessary 
one.  In  Bramshott  Camp  the  splendid  church  has  been  entirely 
paid  for  froTn  the  C.A.H.  Fund.  Major  J.  Knox  (Vancouver)  has^ 
by  his  exceptional  qualifications  and  devotion  to  duty,  made  this 
camp  a  model  one  as  far  as  Catholic  life  is  concerned,  and  has 
proved  that,  given  the  rig-ht  priest  and  the  proper  facilities,  the 
normal  life  of  a  Catholic  parish  can  be  maintained  e\'en  in  a  military 
camp. 

NEEDS. 

In  spite  of  the  energetic  and  ^^uccessful  work  that  is  beino 
done  by  the  Chaplains,  our  present  need  of  more  priests  is  great. 
Whilst  large  numbers  of  men  c\re  grouped  in  l'2ngland,  fewer 
Chaplains  can  minister  to^  their  needs  than  when  later  they  are 
formed  into  separate  units  and  sent  abroad  and  scattered  over 
Jarge  areas.  As  units  go  abroad  the  Chaplain  must  go  with  them, 
and   it  is  a  constant  strain  to   find   the   necessary  Chaplains  and 


still  provide  for  llic  Camps  which  remain  in  Eni^Iand.  At  present 
there  are  fi\e  units  in  I^Vanee  without  Catholic  Chaplains 
authorized  by  Establishment.  As  soon  as  the  two  announced 
(Rev.  J.  J.  O'Reilly  and  Rev.  M.  J.  O'Gorman)  and  four  others 
requested  on  increase  of  Establishment  arrive,  these  units  will  be 
provided  for.  But  by  that  time  certain  movements  now  under 
way  will  necessitate  our  askino  for  more  men.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  a  waitinj^  list  of  from  eight  to  twelve  Chaplains 
should  be  in  constant  readiness  in  Canada. 

May  I  respectfully  add  that  it  would  seem  that  every  diocese 
which  has  sent  soldiers  should  be  fully  represented  by  its  quota 
(>f  Chaplains?  This  for  many  excellent  reasons.  First  of  all, 
priests  <'an  do  their  best  work  with  men  from  their  own  district, 
as  the  men  respond  more  readily  to  old  friends  where  some  nexus 
with  their  former  Catholic  life  exists.  They  can  evidently  be 
helped  to  a  larger  extent  when  their  priests  are  acquainted  with 
their  relatives  and  their  former  Catholic  habits.  Secondly,  the 
Church's  usefulness  in  dealing  with  the  after-the-war  problem 
will  to  some  extent  depend  on  the  priests  who  have  lived  with  and 
ministered  to  the  needs  of  the  fighting  man.  The  presence  of 
]iriests  from  every  diocese  and  from  e\er\-  religious  order  with 
the  Overseas  Forces  will  strengthen  the  Church's  identification 
with  the  fighting  man  and  give  her  an  added  authority  with  the 
manhood  of  Canada. 

At  present  the  Church  in  Canada  is  represented  with  the 
I^'ighting  Forces  as  follows  : — 

Secular  Priests  ...     40*  Religious  ...      16^ 

( '  Plus  one  French  Jesuit,  not  Canadian,  Rc\-.  M.  de  la  Taille,  S.J.) 
DiocESF..  Priests. 

London  ...  ...  ...  •••  •  •        6 


Antigonish 

Pembroke 

Hahfax 

Quebec 

Ottawa 

Toronto 

St.   John 

Victoria 

Chatham 

Kingston 

Montreal 

Vancouver 

St.   Boniface 


Diocese. 
Haileybury 

Nicolet  

Alexandria  in  Canada 

Peterboro 

Charlottetown 

Regina 

Philadelphia  (Canadian 


Priests. 


40 


Total       

Religious  Orders  are  represented  as  follows  :- 

Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate 

Friars  Minor   ... 

Jesuits 

Basilians 

Benedictines     ... 

Dominicans       ...... 

With  this  list  before  your  Lordships'  eyes,  it  will  not  be 
wondered  at  if  overworked  and  tired  Chaplains  feel  that  the 
burden  of  this  important  work  is  not  fairly  shared.  We  would 
much  rather  see  our  dioceses  and  Religious  Orders  spared  from 
any  reproach  in  this  respect.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
wonderful  field  of  work  for  souls  which  the  assembled  manhood 
of  Canada  here  Overseas  offers  to  priestly  zeal.  Unless  volunteers 
come  forward  there  will  soon  be  an  acute  lack  of  spiritual  care 
for  the  men  who  are  daily  making  supreme  sacrifices  and  brushing 
against  Death  at  every  turn.  To 'those  dioceses  and  Religious 
Orders  who  have  not  deprived  themselves  of  the  last  priest  they 
can  possibly  spare,  I  would  respectfully  appeal  for  one  or  more 
Chaplains. 

NOMINATION    OF    CHAPLAINS. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  arranged  that  nominations  of 
French-speaking  Chaplains  should  be  made  through  Monsignor 
Bruchesi,  Archbishop  of  Montreal,  and  that  nominations  of 
English-speaking  Chaplains  should  be  made  through  Monsignor 
Fallon,   Bishop  of  London. 

QUALIFICATIONS  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

Physical. — Applicants  should  be  of  military  age — i.e.,  not 
over  forty,  and  in  excellent  physical  condition.  As  the  less 
arduous  posts,  such  as  hospitals,  must  be  reserved  for  Chap- 
lains who  have  been  wounded  or  worn  out  at  the  Front,  the  new 
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Chaplain  must  be  physically  fit  for  the  very  arduous  front-line 
work. 

Linguistic. — The  linguistic  qualifications  are  also  important. 
AU  the  purely  French-speaking*  posts  are  already  manned  by 
French-speaking  priests.  Consequently,  French-Canadian  priests 
now  coming  over  must  be  qualified  to  act  as  Chaplains  to  Units 
preponderatingly  English.  They  must,  therefore,  be  able  to 
preach  fluently  in  English.  The  new  English-speaking  priests 
should  be  able  at  least  to  hear  confessions  in  French,  as  they 
are  certain  to  have,  French-Canadian  soldiers  in  their  Units.  A 
knowledge  of  German,  while  not  required,  is  useful.  Of  the 
English-speaking  Chaplains  now  overseas,  a  few  are  as  much 
at  home  in  French  as  in  English,  the  majority  can  preach  in 
French,  and  all,  with  perhaps  two  exceptions,  can  at  least  hear 
<:onfessions  in  French.  French-Canadian  soldiers  Overseas  have 
not,  in  any  way,  been  handicapped  by  priests'  not  being  able  to 
understand  them.  Indeed,  in  France  they  have  been  better  off 
than  their  English-speaking  comrades  in  this  regard.  With 
deepest  gratitude  and  pride  it  is  to  be  recorded  that  there  has 
not  been  the  slightest  racial  or  language  difficulty  or  friction  since 
we  left  Valcartier  in  September,  191 4. 

Religious  Qualifications. — As  regards  the  religious  qualifica- 
tions of  Chaplains,  need  I  say  that  the  conditions  call  for  none 
but  the  best  Priests  of  military  age  in  Canada.  The  work  is  not 
average  work,  but  work  of  supreme  importance ;  the  test  extends 
to  supreme  abnegation  in  living  and  dying,  and  the  eyes  of  all 
Canada's  best  men  are  upon  us.  The  thousands  who  have  never 
lived  near  a  priest  before  scan  his  every  word  and  action  with 
a  fascinated  curiosity  that  is  not  always  sympathetic.  Obviously, 
the  degree  of  success  or  of  failure  that  is  achieved  by  the  priest 
will  profoundly  affect  the  future  of  religion  in  Canada. 

A  FEW  FIGURES. 

The  system  of  Reports  which  has  been  established  furnishes 
some  very  consoling  figures  that  bear  a  gratifying  testimony  to 
the  zeal  of  the  Chaplains. 

Each  week  the  Chaplains  send  in  a  full  report  of  their  work» 
with  the  exception  of  the  hospital  Chaplains  in  France,  who  report 
monthly.  I  subjoin  a  summary  of  some  of  the  work  done  in 
France  only,  since  the  system  <5f  weekly  reports  was  established 
last  April.  The  report  of  each  Chaplain  is  kept  on  file.  Due 
to  occasional  transfers  of  Chaplains,  losses  in  the  mail,  and  to 


the  fact  that  during-  heavy  actions  details  cannot  be  properly,  oi» 
fully,  kept,  this  summary  is  below  the  true  figures. 

FRAXCK. 

Communions   given     ...          ...  ...  .-. .  ...  ...  99,583 

Confessions   heard       ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65,094 

Parade   Masses             ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,820 

Other  religious   services         ...  ...  ...  ...  3,747 

Last   Sacraments          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,614 

Burials                ...          ...          ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,366 

Letters  to  relatives  of  wounded  and  deceased  men  ...  4,468 

Besides,  General  Absolution  has  been  g-iven  to  large  groups 
of  men  before  going-  into  action.  "  Other  Religfious  Services  "" 
include  Mass  and  Benediction  other  than  Parade  or  Oblig^atory 
SerAices. 

In  Eng-land  the  same  steady  stream  of  work  has  gone-  on, 
but  owing-  to  the  fact  that  we  have  to  depend  in  so  many  areas 
on  the  ser\ices  of  the  local  clergy,  from  whom  no  detailed  reports 
were  demanded,  the  figures  gathered  are  altogether  inadequate 
to  furnish  any  correct  idea  of  the  work  of  the  year.  This  point, 
however,  is  being-  remedied,  and  the  figures  for  England  will  be 
included  in  future  reports.  Not  only  have  these  officiating  clergy 
done  splendid  work,  and  deserved  the  high  appreciation  and  deep 
gratitude  we  willing-ly  pay  them,  but  with  their  splendid  service 
we  must  couple  that  of  the  clerg-y  who  minister  so  faithfully  to 
our  wounded  and  sick  men  in  the  English  hospitals  throughout 
the  country.      Never  have   we  come  across  a  case  of  neglect. 

THE  LONDON   ARP:A. 

An  attempt  is  being  made  to  cope  with  the  problems  which 
arise  out  of  the  dangers  confronting-  the  large  number  of  our 
men  who  visit  London  on  leave.  To  minimize  these  dangfcrs,  or 
even  the  number  of  our  men  who  succumb  to  them,  would  be 
foolish  and  misleading.  The  situation  is  appalling  enough,  and 
calls  for  all  the  energetic  action  that  can  be  devoted  to  it.  But 
a  solemn  protest  must  be  made  against  the  wild  charges  of  mis- 
behaviour on  the  part  of  our  men  which  go  the  rounds  of  "  fast  " 
gossip,  and,  snowball  like,  gather  proportions  as  they  go. 
"  Fast  "  gossip  will  always  exist,  reckless  of  facts.  Some  minds 
Cleave  for  it  as  their  staple  mental  pabulum,  more  indulge  in  it  as 
a  conversational  luxury.  It  loves  to  batten  on  the  extravagancies, 
real  or  imagined,  of  those  in  high  places.  That  our  men  should 
be  its  victims  is,  perhaps,  the  penalty  of  their  popularity.      Yet^ 


hii^di  placed  as  they  arc  in  the  mind  of  the  people  for  their 
crusading  from  Canada,  they  are  not,  in  fact,  an^'-els.  Londot^ 
migfht  prove  fatal  to  them  even  if  they  were,  so  dangerous  are 
its  pitfalls.  The  strano-e  concept  of  Personal  Liberty  upheld  by 
Eng-lish  legislation  Is  the  crux  of  the  situation.  It  would  apjX'ar 
that  one  is  entitled  not  only  to  every  personal  liberty,  l)ut  to 
every  personal  licentiousness  as  long-  as  the  decorum  of  Public 
Order  is  not  inxolved.  Hence  the  fatal  facilities  for  intemperance 
and  impurity.  The  intemperance  evil  has  been  much  lessened 
during-  the  war  by  the  restriction  of  hours  in  which  intoxicating 
drink  mav  be  obtained,  but  the  lewd  woman  has  full  swincr  in  the 
city  streets,  pro\ided  she  does  not  make  herself  a  nuisance  in 
the  sense  of  the  law.  The  physical  side  of  the  e\il  slie  creates 
is  indeed  being  met  by  some  action,,  though  she,  the  source  of 
it  all,  is  left  untouched,  and  the  ineffecti\cness  of  treating  a  moral 
evil  from  a  physical  standpoint  only,  appalling  e\en  in  its  physical 
results,  goes  unrecognized  on  its  de\astating  course.  'i"he  people 
of  England  are  doing  exerything  in  their  powet"  to  entertain  our 
men  and  safeguard  the'm  from  every  wrong;  the  lawmakers  are 
doing  little,  or  nothing.  The  Army  counts  on  its  Chaplains  to 
give  the  men  proper  moral  g^uidance,  but  apart  from  that  and 
the  efforts  of  many  splendid  Christian  officers  as  individuals,  the 
official  Army  view,  not  expressed  in  so  many  words,  but  gathered 
from  the  dispositions  taken,  would  appear  to  be  that  the  men 
may  do  as  they  like  in  these  matters,  provided  they  do  not  render 
themselves  inefficient.  justiHcation  for  this  statement  would 
seem  to  be  found,  at  any  rate,  in  the  lack  of  co-ordination,  on  the 
part  of  the  Army,  of  moral  and  of  physical  action  in  dealing  with 
this  evil.  In  other  words,  the  means  taken  to  combat  the  physical 
evil,  to  say  the  least,  add  considerabl}-  to  the  moral  dangers. 
Precautionary,  or  prophylactic,  treatment  'against  the  physical 
results  of  vice  make  vice  easier.  The  presence  of  these  pro- 
phylactics in  the  pockets  of  our  men  is  not  a  deterrent,  but  a 
constant  suggestion,  and,  given  human  frailty  in  this  respect, 
almost  an  ilivitation.  Whilst  justice  demands  the  statement  that 
these  prophylactics  are  not  forced  on  the  men,  nevertheless  they 
are  urged  upon  each  individual  with  such  persuasion  that  the 
simpler  minded  feel  they  are  compelled  to  take  them  and  only  a; 
few  of  the  more  determined  refuse  them  outright.  The  outcome 
is  disastrous  alike  to  the  moral  and  to  the  physical  man.  I  have 
taken  this  matter  up  once  more  with  the  Military  Authorities, 
and  they  have  promised  to  give  it  their  serious  attention. 

In   the   hope   of  protecting    the    men    from   these  dangers,   a 
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priest  has  been  posted  to  the  London  Area.  He  makes  it  his  duty, 
first  of  all,  to  shepherd  the  men  into  the  Catholic  Women's 
League  Hut,  or  into  the  better  class  of  Hut  of  which  many  are 
provided.  He  undertakes  to  provide  as  much  wholesome  enter- 
tainment as  possible,  taking  them  for  evenings  to  the  private 
houses  of  London  Catholics,  obtaining  tickets  for  them  to  the 
respectable  theatres,  attaching  them  to  the  sight-seeing  parties 
of  the  city,  &c.  He  reminds  them  of  their  religious  duties,  getting 
them  to  Mass  and  Benediction  on  Sundays,  persuades  them  to  go  to 
the  Sacraments  before  their  return  to  France  or  to  their  Camps  in 
England.  He  is  constantly  on  the  look-out  to  keep  them  from 
the  disreputable  characters  that  hang  about  the  streets.  Needless 
to  say  this  special  work  calls  for  special  gifts  in  the  handling  of 
men.  Capt.  L  Daniel,  O.M.L,  who  has  this  charge,  is  doing 
most  remarkably  good  work,  and  has  reaped  splendid  results.  It 
is  a  pity  that  w-e  cannot  spare  more  men  of  his  stamp,  for  the 
field  is  enormous.  The  C.W.L.  Hut  has  provided  him  with  a 
room,  where  he  can  meet  the  men  privately,  hear  their  confessions, 
and  do  unobtrusively  an  extensive  pastoral  work.  In  a  quarter 
W'here  most  of  our  men  on  leave  are  to  be  found  the  Catholic  Army 
Hut  fund  has  opened  a  small  house  for  his  work.  This  beginning 
we  hope  to  improve  in  the  near  future  by  opening  a  large  hostel 
under  the  C.A.  H.  auspices. 

The  need  of  a  duly  authorized  Chaplains'  Staff  in  Canada, 
with  an  experienced  Catholic  Chaplain  in  charge  of  Catholic 
affairs,  appears  to  me  to  be  a  pressing  one.  Long  delays  would 
be  avoided  were  there  someone  representing  us  close  to  the 
Adjutant-General  to  urge  our  demands.  His  experience  would  be 
of  use  to  the  nominating  Bishops  and  to  the  Chaplains  nominated. 
These  latter  often  arrive  without  the  necessary  military  documents, 
and  therefore  long  delays  intervene  before  they  can  be  properly 
equipped.  More  than  ever,  just  now,  someone  is  needed  to  see 
that  as  new  men  are  sent  from  Canada  their  Chaplains  are  sent 
with  them. 

Meanwhile,  will  your  Lordships  see  to  it  that,  as  each  thousand 
English-speaking  and  each'  thc^usand  French-speaking  Catholic 
men  is  sent  to  us,  an  English-speaking  and  a  French-speaking 
priest  is  sent  with  them? 

The  work  ahead  of  us  during  the  coming  year  is  calling  for 
every  ounce  of  effort  we  can  muster.  Large  drafts  of  men  are 
expected  from  Canada,  more  units  are  already  under  formation, 
with  others  sure  to  follow.  We  must  be  prepared  for  the  usual 
percentage  of  casualties.     All  this  means  once  more  the  cry  to 


Canadian  Priests,  *'Come  over  and  help  us."  With  the  military 
authorities  always  willing-  to  authorize  the  granting  of  comniissions 
to  Chaplains  who  may  be  needed,  a  breakdown  in  the  supply 
of  priests  must  not  be  laid  to  the  door  of  the  Canadian  Church, 
or  too  much  asked  from  priests  who,  some  for  three  years,  some 
for  two,  have  been  sharing  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the 
battlefield  with  men  whose  souls  are  in  the  charge  of  the  whole 
Canadian  Church. 

W.  T.  WORKMAN,  O.F.M., 

Lt.-Colonel,  A.D.C.S.  (R.C.J. 

Oxford  Circus  House,  London,  W.  i. 
February    i,    191 8. 
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APPENDIX. 

List  of  Chaplains  with  the  Overseas  Military  Forces  of 
Canada,  February  ist,  191 8,  showing  the  date  of  their  sailing 
from  Canada  and  the  diocese  or  religious  order  to  which  they 
belong. 

(a)  SECULAR  PRIESTS. 

MARITIME    PROVINCES. 

Antigonish   ...  Capt.  (Rev.)   D.    McPherson  ...  May,  1915. 

,,  Capt.  (Rev.)  R.  C.  McGillivray..  November,  1915. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)M.  C.Tompkins,  M.C.November,  1915. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  M.J.  Gillis  October,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  R.  Macdonald  October,  1916. 

Halifax Capt.  (Rev.)  P.  McQuillan  April,  1016. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  T.  O'Sullivan  October,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  H.  J.  McCallion...  September,  191 7. 

St.  John    Capt.  (Rev.)  F.  M.  Lochary February,  19 16. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  J.  Gaudet March,  1917. 

Chatham    Capt.  (Rev.)  D.J.  Murdock October,  1916. 

Charlotte - 

TOWN Capt.  (Rev.)  P.  A.  MacDonald...  July,  19 16. 

QUEBEC. 

Quebec  Capt.  (Rev.)  F.  Guay    August,  1915. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  A.  Desjardins  August,  1915. 

Montreal      ...  Major  (Very  Rev.)  Canon  A.         First  Contingent- 

Sylvestre 
Nicholet  Capt.  (Rev.)  G.  C.  R.  Crochetiere  September,  1916. 

ONTARIO. 

London Major  (Rev.)  E.  G.  Doe    First  Contingent. 

„  Major  (Rev.)  T.  McCarthy,  M.C.  November,  1915. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  F.  R.  Costello June,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  L.  P.  Lowry June,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  T.  P.  Hussey    Ji^^y?  '^9^7- 

Capt.  (Rev.)  F.  P.  White July,  1917. 
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Pembroke Lieut.-Col.  (Rev.)  F.  L.  French  March,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  H.  E.  Letang  March,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  W.  L.  Murray May,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  C.  D.  O'Gorman...  October,  191 7. 

„  [Capt.  (Rev.)  M.  J.  O'Gorman...  En  route.] 

Ottawa. Major  (Rev.)  J.  J.  O'Gorman  ...  March,  1916. 

,,  Capt.  (Rev.)  W.  B.  Carleton    ...  IMarch,  1916. 

Toronto     Capt.  (Rev.)  M.  D.  Staley    November,  19 16. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  B.  S.  Doyle September,  1917. 

Kingston  Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  F.  Nicholson    ...  November,  1916. 

„  [Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  J.  O'Reilly En  route.] 

Peterboko'    ...  Capt.  (Rev.)  A.  B.  Cote    November,  1916. 

Alexandria   ...  Capt.  (Rev.)  E.  J.  MacDonald...  October,  191 6. 

Haileybury  ...  Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  R.  O'Gorman  ...  February,  1917. 

WESTERN  PROVINCES. 

Victoria    Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  L.  Bradley    July,  1916. 

„  Capt.  (Rev.)  A.  B.  W.  Wood    ...  August,  1917. 

Vancouver    ...  Major  (Rev.) J.  Knox November,  1915. 

St.  Boniface...  Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  G.  Bouillon  September,  1916. 

Regina   Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  Pirot  August,  1916. 

U.S.A. 
Philadelphia..  Capt.  (Rev.)  E.  Hawks July,  1917. 


(b)  RELIGIOUS. 

Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate. 

Major  (Rev.)  J.  A.  Fortier,  O.M.I.,  M.C First  Contingent. 

Major  (Rev.)  A.  Madden,  O.M.I.,  M.C November,  1915. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  A.  Labonte,  O.M.I February,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  G.  Gauvreau,  O.M.I April,  19 16. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  I.  Daniel,  O.M.I April,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  P.  Fallon,  O.M.I August,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  C.  A.  Fallon,  O.M.I July,  1917. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  E.  H.  Planet,  O.M.I November,  1917. 

Jesuits. 

^*Capt.  (Rev.)  M.  de  la  Taille,  S.J March,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  J.  Paquin,  S.J April,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  W.  H.  Kingston,  S.J December,  1916 

*   Not  from  Canadian  Province. 
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Franxiscans. 

Lt.-Col.  (Rev.)   W.  T.  Workman,  O.F.M.,  M.C.  First  Contingent. 
Capt.  (Rev.)  R.  J.  Moore,  O.F.M August,  191 7. 

Basilians. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  M.J.  Pickett,  C.S.B June,  1916. 

Capt.  (Rev.)  P.  Costello,  C.S  B November,  1917. 

Dominicans. 
Capt.  (Rev.)  C.  V.  Doyon,  O.P May,  1915. 

Benedictines. 
Capt.  (Rev.)  A.  MacDonald,  O.S.B.,  M.C April,  1916. 
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